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Writing is performative (three ways)

Most students get that their writing performs for a grade (we sometimes feel that we are 
performing for the grade, but it’s really the writing we submit that does it!). 

Three ways to think about how writing performs:

Writing causes action/reaction      Documents do things: applications, petitions, 
Kickstarter campaigns

Writing is epistemic                          The act of writing produces thought and knowledge 
(it doesn’t just record it!)
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Good writing (makes things happen)

“students in the Stanford Study of Writing, a longitudinal exploration of writing 
development during the college years …told researchers over and over again that 'good 
writing is writing that makes something good happen in the world'”

Write   A time that your writing made something good happen in the world?

Talk     Share your examples… how does writing act in the world?

Write  As you think about your graduate work (and beyond), how will the writing you’re 
             doing make (good) things happen?
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Graduate writing

Graduate writing is a conversation, developed over a longer duration, drawing on 
more of your intellectual resources:

- Write often, and before you “know”

- Learn how you write
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We support

all writers at Drexel

in all stages of writing

with any kind of writing 

Drexel Writing Center Mission



We do it through

individual, one-on-one meetings

focusing on the writer’s own concerns

in conversation and collaboration

All writing needs readers!



One-on-one consulting

• Meet with fellow graduate students (like Bevyn) who are trained in writing consultation

• Appointments in-person or remote

• As often as twice per week

Special programs

• Large project consultation—work with the same consultant over time; we’ll set up the 

appointment series for you

• Multilingual writing help-Dr. Lisa DiMaio, on the Graduate schedule

Graduate Writing Consultation



Our website: 
www.Drexel.edu/writingcenter

General information about all DWC programs, 
how to use them, and best practices.

Scheduling website: 
www.Drexel.mywconline.com

Direct link to schedule for online and in-
person appointments

How to access DWC Programs

http://www.drexel.edu/writingcenter
http://www.drexel.mywconline.com/












Questions for us? 


